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afternoon. When we had visited the dormitories and re*
fectory, the inmates were summoned to the parlour to b«
presented to us. The cardinal noticed Armellina at once,
and indeed she was the prettiest in that crowd of prettv girls,
The princess was charming; she caressed Armellina, and
taking Emilia's hand said, CI know that you are sad, anc
I guess the reason, but never mind, you are pretty anc
good, and I will find you a husband who will know how tc
brighten you up/
At these words  the superior smiled approvingly,  but i
dozen superannuated old bigots looked grim.
A few days later the princess asked Cardinal Orsini tr.
grant her leave to feach some of the girls occasionally tc
spend the day, or to go to the theatre with her. The cardinal
granted this, on condition that she would always send her
carriage for them, with servants wearing her liven*. The
first time, the princess herself went for them and took them
to her palace at the Carnpo di Fiore, when I was visiting
with the cardinal, the prince, and the Duchess of Fiano.
Every one spoke kindly to them, pitted and encouraged them
to speak freely, and say what was passing in their minds.
It was all of no avail; finding themselves for the first time
in their lives in a splendid apartment, surrounded by brilliant
personages, they hecame dumb with confusion, and dared
not open their mouths for fear of saying something silly.
We conducted them to the theatre dl Torre di Nonay where
they were playing farces, at which they were obliged to
laugh, and after the play we supped at a tavern, wyhere,
thanks to the good cheer and wine, they became a little less
reserved. Naturally it fell to me to escort them home,, and
I had counted on this moment; but I had counted without
my host, for when I tried to snatch a kiss I was repulsed,
and the little hand I sought was snatched away. When I
complained, I was told I was behaving badly; when I grew
angry I was allowed to rave, and when I threatened not to
go near them again, they did not believe me. Not being of

